9 IMSOUANE, MOROCCO

OLO SURF
& NATURE

\ | | W NS sl R A sustainability-focused surf school and guesthouse.
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As surfing has become more
popular - and people have
become more willing to
travel further to find a wave
- many surf towns have
become overcrowded and
built up. Just down the coast
from Imsouane, Taghazout
is packed with resorts.

Benefiting from being far
away from the main highway,
Imsouane has maintained
more of a community feel.
‘It's all small businesses
everywhere. It stays quite
human-sized, says Amine.

This may change as new
developments are on the
horizon. But any expansion
for Olo will be rooted in
ecological awareness and
keeping this human-
sized mentality, building
on the sustainability
practices that Amine

has already developed

It's all small businesses
everywhere. It stays
quite human-sized.’
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Going from running movie
sets to running surf camps
was something of a learning
curve. Initially, Amine (right)
thought he'd base himself
in Imsouane and go back to
Ouarzazate if a film project
came up. Olo was a far

cry from the movie stars
and fancy sets he worked
onin his previous career.

‘'d never had to serve
breakfast for people at six
inthe morning so they could
get ready to surf, he laughs

But he was hooked. ‘It was
very challenging and exciting
to learn new things and
develop the business.’

Olo's villas, perched along
Imsouane’s cliffs, are
designed to be calming
and welcoming so that
people truly feel at home
- with thoughtfully
decorated communal
spaces and luxury amenities
like a built-in pool and
terraces overlooking the
bay below. Amine wanted

to recreate the feelings
of hospitality that he'd
experienced on surf
trips around the world

‘| wanted to show people
what | had enjoyed in my
travels - why did | choose
to stay in that guesthouse
in Indonesia for three
months? Because | felt
something special. | tried
to recreate this experience
with Moroccan specificity,
as Morocco is known to
be warm and welcoming.’



It takes a village to run Olo -
Amine has a staff of 30 who
are a combination of local
Berber villagers, Moroccan
surf enthusiasts and people
who've traveled from around
the world to set up in
Imsouane. That said, Amine
says that no matter who
he's hiring, they need to have
an exceptionally welcoming
and thoughtful disposition

‘The most important
thing is the staff, he
says. ‘Without staff that

embrace your mentality,
you won't be able to do
this. They are your voice.’

The sense of hospitality
and friendly nature of

his staff are what set his
business apart, he says.
‘We've managed to create
an environment that's very
welcoming and peaceful,
where everyone feels at
home and wants to come
back. The first people
who booked Olo are still
coming back now.’
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‘It was never an option

to just do the guesthouse,
not including the surf, says
Amine. ‘The bay is one of the
best spots to learn surfing.
We can guarantee to almost
anyone that they'll get the
longest wave of their life.

It's something we wanted

to share with people from
the very first day.’

That means Olo had to be
a multifaceted business.
There's a surf school where
people can take lessons

or attend up to week-long
surf camps, with yoga and
video analysis. The team
also host workshops on
environmental awareness in

local schools, with an eye to
keeping Imsouane's natural
beauty intact for the future

Most recently, Amine
opened up his collection

of specialty boards for
enthusiasts who are looking
to try out something new

- sometimes he'll bring a
selection down to the beach
to let people try them out

‘I love to see what works in
one condition - why should
| use a single fin instead of
a thruster?' he says. ‘| want
people to try all the boards
You can take it out to surf
two waves and come back
and try something new.’
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